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A
QUESTION

YAIR D. ROBINSON

We are in the time of the Omer, the counting
up from Pesach to Shavuot. This week of
weeks is meant to give us the opportunity to
pause and reflect on what is most important
and meaningful in our lives. During the Omer,
we're supposed to refrain from indulgences
small (like haircuts) and large (like weddings).
Instead, we’re supposed to engage in a kind of
cheshbon ha-nefesh, an accounting of the soul,
and reflect on various middot, Jewish values,
expanding our own sense of holiness.

It's possible that this will be the longest Omer
ever, having started just after Purim rather than
after Pesach. I'm speaking, of course, of our
physical distancing, our stay-at-home orders,
and the sense of moral trauma that many of us
are experiencing. We have learned to celebrate
Shabbat with our laptops open to services, to
wave at one another on Zoom, to watch vari-
ous celebrations be lessened and postponed,
to settle for comforting a friend or loved one
over the phone rather than in person. Rather
than feel the progress from Passover to
Shavuot, from one festival to the next, many of
us feel trapped as if in amber, frozen as we
hope that our inaction--our staying at home and
refraining from social contact--is enough action
to spare our community and each other the

SHABBAT SHALOM

Friday, May 1, Kabbalat Shabbat Service, 7:00PM
Join us by: Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/881135504 or by
phone: Dial-In: 6465588656, Meeting ID: 881 135 504; or
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDGcjXfeW8661GiUCWEbkuw
Saturday, May 2, Torah Study and Service
Combined 9:30AM, Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/
/531825441 or Join by phone: Dial-In: 6465588656,
Meeting ID: 531 825 441
“Acharei Mot/Kedoshim,” Leviticus 16:20-28;
Amos 9:13-15
Friday, May 8, Shabbat Service, 7:00PM
Join us by: Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/881135504 or by
phone: Dial-In: 6465588656, Meeting ID: 881 135 504; or
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDGcjXfeW8661GiUCWEbkuw
Saturday, May 9, Torah Study and Service
Combined 9:30AM,

Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/531825441
Join by phone: Dial-In: 6465588656,

Meeting ID: 531 825 441
“Emor” Leviticus 21:1-24:23; Ezekiel 44:15-31
Friday, May 15, Shabbat Service, 7:00PM
Join us by: Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/881135504 or by
phone: Dial-In: 6465588656, Meeting ID: 881 135 504; or
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCDGcjXfeW8661GiUCWEbkuw

Saturday, May 16, Torah Study 9:30AM, Please join us on

Zoom: Register in advance for this meeting:
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/v5SMkf-
yupz0vI1PtKJOf87LcEH3kUjFJrQ
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email
containing information about joining the meeting.
The Bat Mitzvah of Hayley Rose Eng, daughter of Sharie
and Brian Eng, will be celebrated
“Behar/Behukkotai,” Leviticus 26:3-13; Jeremiah 32:6-15
Friday, May 22,Shabbat Service, 7:00PM Join us by:
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/881135504 or by phone: Dial-In:
6465588656, Meeting ID: 881 135 504; or https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UCDGcjXfeW8661GiUCW Ebkuw

Saturday, May 23, Torah Study and Service
Combined 9:30AM, Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/
i/531825441, Join by phone: Dial-In: 6465588656,
Meeting ID: 531 825 441
“Bamidbar,” Numbers 1:1-4:20; | Samuel 20:18-42
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(Continued from page 1)

Friday, May 29, Shavuot Shabbat Service,
7:00 PM (stayed tuned for details)
Saturday, May 30. Torah Study and Service
Combined 9:30AM, Join by Zoom: https://zoom.us/
/531825441, Join by phone: Dial-In: 6465588656,
Meeting ID: 531 825 441
“Second Day of Shavuot”

effects of Covid-19. And, by this point, many of us
know someone, perhaps more than someone,
who has suffered from it, and either survived or
passed on. In a time when we may have already
felt our resources diminished, this Omer feels as if
it is counting up forever.

So, what are we to do, as we feel stuck in this
transition time without transition?

A story of the Hasidim: Soon after the death of
Rabbi Moshe, Rabbi Mendel of Kotzk asked one
of his disciples: “What was most important to your
teacher?”

The disciple thought and then replied:
“Whatever he happened to be doing at the mo-
ment.”

Comparisons to Yoda aside, In this moment
when so many of the rhythms of life that we took
for granted have been interrupted, when we are
calling to question what was normal before, and
wonder if we could—or even should—go back to
that sense of normal, the story of Rabbi Moshe
should inspire us. What should be important to us
now? Whatever we are doing in the moment, re-
minding ourselves that each moment is truly pre-
cious and worthy of holiness. And it is. This pro-
longed Omer has allowed all of us the oppor-
tunity to truly appreciate that, rather than be dis-
tracted in the moment by whatever demands
our attention. The moment itself demands atten-
tion, and that is all that matters, all that is im-
portant. If we carry nothing away from our experi-
ence but that, then we will have learned some-
thing important.

In Pirkei Avot we read, “Reflect on three things
and you will not go wrong: know where you came
from, know where you are going, and know in
whose presence you stand.” We are not coming
and going very much, but we know before whom
we stand. May we be blessed, therefore, in our
standing, in this moment, and find within its peace.

Quote of the Month

“Who finds a faithful friend, finds a treasure.”
Jewish Proverb
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Thank you to our June Ushers
June 5, 2020 Rachel Werkheiser
June 12, 2020 Rose and Alan Ebner

June 19, 2020 Deborah Munson and
Thomas Pack

June 26, 2020 Kathryn and Bob Pincus

Create a Beth Emeth Legacy

We understand that when
we plan for the future
providing for our families is
a primary concern. Howev-
er, we urge you to consider

ﬁ/ry{(‘ya/imf/
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o ~ i ing i i
e, [ also including in your will or
oy C\& trust a bequest to the

Congregation. Making this
legacy qift is easy to do and will cost you noth-
ing. You will become a member of the Congre-
gation Beth Emeth Legacy Circle joining many
members who have already made this commit-
ment. Gifts in wills and beneficiary designations
are an effective way to ensure that there will be
for future generations an active and vital
Reform Jewish presence
in Delaware and surround-
ing areas. For more infor-
mation, please leave your
name with the Beth Emeth
office and a committee
member will respond.

Jewlsh

DELAWARE

Need a ride? Or help around the house?

Brandywine Village NetworKk is here for you!

Helping you live just where you
want ... at home.

Care Management
Volunteer Support
Social & Wellness Activities

An agining in place initiatve of
Jewish Family Services of Delaware

v

www.brandywinevillagenetwork.org e {/Mivﬁlwma

‘~_ 302.478.9411 Ve 7istuitl™


http://www.brandywinevillagenetwork.org/
https://zoom.us/j/531825441
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ELIZABETH F. FLYNN

It is an interesting thing to write this article
for the May Orbit. Why is it “interesting?” You
may ask. To be quite frank, it is interesting
because | have no clue whether or not what |
am writing about will be relevant, resolved, or
worse by the time this article is published. For
lack of a better expression or phrase, | feel as
if 1 am writing a story to which | haven’t
decided the ending, so | am concerned as to
whether or not anything | put down on the
page will make sense in the end. It is unset-
tling. For those who do not know, the articles
for The Orbit are due a full month before the
bulletin is published. This means that | sit here
on March 31, 2020 after the first week and a
half of COVID-Pandemic induced isolation
trying to imagine what life will be like in a
month.

Despite this immense challenge, | find my-
self grounded and strengthened through a
focus on the Jewish calendar. At the time of
this publication, we will be settled into the peri-
od of counting the Omer. This period of days
between Pesach and Shavuot that we count
religiously, not allowing a single day to pass
without announcing which number day it is. In
this way, we can never go without acknowl-
edging that a day has passed or taking for
granted all that happened during those hours
of which it consisted. This idea, more than any
other, strikes a chord with me.

During this time of COVID-19 crisis, our
efforts to social distance and isolate, com-
bined with the onslaught of ever-changing
news about the status of the pandemic has
had a distorted effect on time. Hours seem like
days, days seem like weeks, and weeks feel
like months. The month of March has taken an
eternity to pass. As everything seems to slow
down, no matter how annoying or exasperat-
ing it is, it has also served us well. This isola-
tion (which | sincerely hope will be nearly over
in May), in certain ways is acting like the
counting of the Omer on steroids. Encourag-
ing us to take a microscope to our lives and
truly appreciate what we have and for that

matter, what we took for granted now that we
do not have it.

| cannot recall the last time | took a walk out-
side every day for a week straight. Or the last
time | sat down with my family for a night of
(now virtual) conversation - we now do this
once a week. On the flip side, | never knew how
much | appreciated being able to go about my
business - running errands, visiting friends,
going to my office - without being so conscious
of every single thing my hands touched and
how close the nearest hand sanitizer or sink
with soap is, that | am mentally drained and
physically exhausted with bleeding hands at the
end of every day.

The Omer is a period of time prescribed to us
by the Rabbis to help us slow down and take
stock. However, even if the physical recitation
of the counting was observed, | don’t know that
many of us truly were able to take this sugges-
tion seriously. Well, it is no longer a suggestion
but a commandment. These times are hard -
unlike anything we have experienced before.
As we struggle and strive to adapt to this new
normal, | am thankful that we can find at least
some light in this darkness: a forced slowdown
which leads to a renewal of fierce appreciation
of freedom, life, relationships, and the world.

| pray that when the crisis is over, this appre-
ciation remains. We must strive to make it so.

May you all stay safe and healthy during this
sacred time of the Omer.
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BETH EMETH MEMORIAL PARK

FAULKLAND RD. OFF DUPONT RD.

PLANNING INFORMATION
CALL

DAY: 302-764-2393  NIGHT: 302-762-6407
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Focus EMERITUS

RABBI PETER H. GRUMBACHER

“It’s Not a Laughing Matter, But...”

As | wrote to my colleagues on our list-serve,
as awful as this situation is — and it surely is -
there is a need for a bit of levity. The messag-
es | receive from Jewish and other sources
makes me feel as if they were written by the
Malach Ha-Mavet, the Angel of Death. | decid-
ed, therefore, to add a joke to the end of each
of my daily communications to my congrega-
tion in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Not all are relat-
ed to the Coronavirus. I'll share some of those
with you...

e | know a great joke about Corona Virus;
you probably won’t get it though.

e George Burns said, “The secret of a good
sermon is a strong beginning and a strong
end...with little space in-between.

e Thoughts and prayers to the married men
who said, “I'll get to it when | have the
time.”

e We certainly would slow down the aging
process if it had to work its way through
Congress.

e The worst is yet to come...when Jehovah’s
Witnesses realizes everybody is home.

o Parents who home-school their kids now
will find the cure before the scientists.

o If there’s a baby boom nine months from
now, what will happen in 20337 There will
be a whole bunch of quaranteens.

Well, that’s enough of that, for now at least.
Please know that | join with all who are pray-
ing that all of us, our loved ones, friends,
neighbors and the entire world, know health
and peace very, very soon!

Save the Dates!

LR 8 The Adult Education Se-

ries with Sue Paul will

COMING continue in June. Join us

U P for “Jewish Voices on Ju-

daism: What do our Co-
medians, Actors and Po-
J|ets Have to Say?” The
dates are June 2, 9, 16
and 23 from 10:00 AM to 11:30 AM.

June and July Orbit Submission Deadline

All article for the June and July
combined issue of The Orbit are
due on or before May 6, 2020 at
9:00 AM. Please email your arti-
cles to Lori at
lwyzga@bethemethde.org.
Thank you.

Change of Address Reminder

Don’t forget to contact the
temple office at 302-764-
2393 to change your ad-
dress or you may now
change your address online.
Simply go to our website at
www.bethemethde.org and
log in as a member. You can manage your ac-
count  details online. If you have not yet
logged in and need a password, contact the
office and we will send you a link.

You can also update your telephone number
or email address, the same way. Most of the
temple correspondence is mailed third class.
The post office does not forward any third
class mail.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Parties

~ N ~ When planning your
) /{} son’s or daughters

Q (_)Bar/Bat Mitzvah par-
ties, please consider

using our lovely facili-

ties. Our social hall will accommodate a large
group of family and friends. Caterers are
welcome; rental is reasonable; there is room to
dance, plenty of parking and a great staff to

help make your party a success. Please
contact the office by calling 302-764-2393.


http://www.bethemethde.org/
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RABBI ELISA F. KOPPEL

On the Jewish Calendar, we are in the middle
of the Omer—a time all about counting. And
counting is certainly something | know [I've
done a lot of lately; | don’t think I'm alone in
that. How many different ways can | count the
20 seconds of hand washing? How many feet
am | from the person I’'m passing by on a walk?
How many steps have | gotten on a day when |
haven’t even left my home? How many times
have | washed my hands today? How many
days of food do | have left before | need to go
to the grocery store? How many rolls of toilet
paper do | have left? How many zoom meet-
ings have | been on? How many days has it
been since | saw someone else, not through a
screen (and not including the doorman—or, for
some of you, your families or roommates)?
How many more days will it be? How long can |
possibly go without touching another person?
How many of my friends and family have this
horrid virus? How many more people in
Delaware, in the US, in the world, have gotten
sick, or worse, since the last time | checked?

All that, plus the usual things we count during
Pesach—questions and plagues. And at a
time when our message of Dayenu has
changed from, “It would have been enough for
us,” in a positive sense to, “We've had enough
of this now,” from a place of not knowing how
much more we can bear during this global
pandemic, not to mention the unknown future
of a world that will be forever changed.

And now we are in this season of counting
each day—from the second day of Pesach until
Shavuot—the days between gaining our free-
dom and receiving the Torah. Days through
which we have spiritual guidance and lessons
and values to focus on. In some years, during
which I've taken on the practice of counting the
Omer each day, I've found meaning in it. It’s
helped to give me moments of sacred connec-
tion.

But in this time of physical distancing, where
any sort of connection looks different, the idea
of this ritual seems different. And yet I'm going
to try it (at the time of writing this, Pesach has-

n’t started yet—/I'll update you next month on
how this all went). Because the idea of having
a few minutes each day to think about some-
thing other than what's going on—the idea of
being able to have a daily ritual that that ele-
vates that moment—the idea of being able to
consider how, even in this tumultuous time, |
can elevate myself and improve both my own
being and the world around me....well, that
sounds more appealing now than ever before.

We are living though unprecedented times.
Someday, we’'ll all be able to reflect back on
what it was like, as future generations learn
about this in history books. This day, we will
live the best we can. | encourage all of you,
whether or not you are counting the days of the
Omer, to make these days count.

Do something for yourself, even for just a few
moments a day, that help you connect to your
inner being or to the Divine in the Universe.
Perhaps through the ritual of counting the
Omer—perhaps through another ritual of your
own. And do something that helps someone
else. Send a letter to someone, call someone
you haven’t spoken to in a while, have food de-
livered to someone who might need it—or to a
hospital for those who are risking their own
lives to save those of others. Do something.

Perhaps, then, we can all start to count the
wonderful things we see in the world.

Do a Mitzvah, Sponsor an Oneg

Do you have a special event coming up? A
birthday, anniversary or baby naming? Why not
honor it by sponsoring a Friday night Oneg.
Please do a mitzvah and call the temple office
at 302-764-2393 to select a date.
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JENN STEINBERG

Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hun-
dred minutes

Five hundred twenty-five thousand moments
so dear

Five hundred twenty-five thousand six hun-
dred minutes

How do you measure, measure a year?

In daylights, in sunsets

In midnights, in cups of coffee

In inches, in miles, in laughter, in strife

In five hundred twenty-five thousand six hun-
dred minutes

How do you measure, a year in the life?

From the second day of Passover to Shavu-
ot, the Torah instructs: “you shall count off
seven weeks. They must be complete: you
must count until the day after the seventh
week — 50 days” (Leviticus 23:15-16). I'm writ-
ing this before the Omer, in the midst of “Stay
at Home” orders and I'm having trouble count-
ing.

What day is today? Today is Blursday. Be-
fore “Stay at Home,” my weeks and months
were very structured — CBE board meetings
on the second and fourth Tuesdays; guitar for
the girls on Thursday nights; Shabbat services
on Friday. But now everything is turned upside
down. | woke up this past weekend and
opened up Facebook, ready to participate in
Religious School Teflilah and was upset to
see it wasn’t streaming live — and then | real-
ized the reason it wasn’t was because it
wasn’'t Sunday. | have no idea what day it is
most of the time.

| have an app on my phone, “Countdown.” |
use it to countdown to things | am looking for-
ward to... until recently, that included my June
trip to Berlin. And then that got cancelled. As
of April 2, the day the girls go to camp is still
on the list but so is “Back to School/May 15,
2020” — and to be honest, | don’t know if either
of those will stay on the countdown.

“Countdown” helps me keep track of time,
much like the Omer. When you count the

Omer, you say “Today is the X day of the
Omer, which is Y weeks and Z days of the
Omer.” | have never managed to count the
Omer successfully, but this may be the year
where | am successful because now more
than ever, | need a way to mark the passage
of time; | need to mark points in time.

The quote above is from the song “Seasons
of Love” from the musical Rent — it asks you to
think of all the ways to measure the passage
of time. | want you to know that we'’re still
marking time here at Beth Emeth — Shabbat is
still once a week. Board meetings still happen
the second and fourth Tuesdays — but now we
convene via Zoom from our homes. The senior
staff and clergy still check in every Tuesday.
Thank you for all your words of encourage-
ment and love — another verse of “Seasons of
Love” suggests you can measure time or a life
in “love” and even if | fail at counting the Omer
again this year, | at least am confident we can
“Measure in love; Seasons of love.”

Schoenberg Memorial Chapel

Dedicated to serving our community
with Compassion, Competence and Dignity

519 Philadelphia Pike
302-762-0334
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In memory of the departed whom we now
remember...We share in the recent bereave-
ment suffered by members of our temple
family and extend our
sincere condolences to:

Kenneth Markiewitz on the death of his wife
and to Martin and Shifrah Markiewitz on the
death of Martin’s mother, Leona Markiewitz.

Rachel Blumenfeld and Adam Turkington on
the death of Rachel’s mother, Jean Lodge.

Jennifer and Mitchell Steinberg on the death
of Jennifer's grandfather, Herman Grackin.

e SR B

The Caring Committee

The Caring Committee provides opportunities
to help members of our CBE community in a
variety of ways. They include making soup and
meals, writing cards and making calls, consol-
ing the bereaved, distributing holiday gifts and
visiting members of our community in facilities
and their homes. The Committee meets month-
ly from September through May. New commit-
tee members are always welcome. Contact
Judith Insinga at jjschnitman@yahoo.com or
302-764-4093 for more information about the
Caring Committee.

Joseph’s Pantry Food Donations Needed

Donations of non-perishable food as well as
fresh produce, dairy products and meat are al-
ways needed for the food pan-
try. Please drop items off any-
time Sunday through Friday in
the box located outside of the
pantry. Fresh items may be
placed in the refrigerator locat-
ed in the pantry. Monetary do-
nations or grocery gift cards are
also much appreciated. In addi-
tion, volunteers are needed to help with Jo-
seph’s Pantry. Until the Corona virus crisis has
passed, please call the temple office before
bringing pantry donations to make sure that
someone will be at the temple to receive the
donations. Thank you for your support.

Ice Cream Cheesecake Pie
Melissa Kaye Apter

INGREDIENTS

1 prepared graham cracker pie crust

e 4 cups ice cream (vanilla, chocolate, or
any flavor you prefer)

e 2 teaspoons lemon juice

e 1 (8-ounce) container cream cheese

PREPARATION

1. Blend ice cream, cream cheese and lemon
juice until smooth.

2. Pour into prepared crust.

3. Freeze, covered, until ready to serve.

4. When ready to serve, allow to sit at room
temperature for about ten minutes. Slice and
serve with chocolate sauce or caramel sauce,
crumbled graham crackers or cookies.

Notice

All contributions sent to the Temple should
be made out to “Congregation Beth Emeth.”
If a special fund is desired, its name should
be noted on the memo line or in an accompa-
nying letter. Thank you for your cooperation.

Aluminum Can Tabs

Please continue saving soda, soup and oth-
er tabs and put them in the jar (in the lobby at
Beth Emeth). The tabs will be sent to the lo-
cal Ronald McDonald House. The tabs are
sold and the money helps support the won-
derful work that the houses provide for sick
children and their families.


mailto:jjschnitman@yahoo.com
https://jamiegeller.com/author/lilmisscakes/
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2020 WORLD ZIONIST CONGRESS

ELECTION RESULTS

When discussing the results of the 2020 election,
here are some important talking points:

In this year’s election, the ARZA/Vote Reform and Reconstructionist Movement
slate garnered 31,500 votes.

We came in first place with nearly 10,000 votes more than the second place slate.

In comparison to the 2015 election, we increased votes by nearly 50% with
10,000 new voters. This is especially impressive because we came in first place
in 2015. This proves that our people care deeply about creating a Jewish,
democratic Israel that values pluralism, equality and freedom.

Over 120,000 people voted in this election. This is more than double the voter
turnout of the 2015 election and the highest number of votes in the 30 years of
history for this election. This reflects the increased awareness of importance of the
World Zionist Congress and the National Institutions in Israel to American Jews.
This is crucial to the future of Israel.

ARZA/Vote Reform is now positioned to lead a powerful progressive block in the
World Zionist Congress. Including Mercaz (Conservative Movement) and Hatikvah
(The Progressive Bloc), our progressive block has over 54,000 votes, about 45%
of the total.

We are troubled and concerned by the nature of the Eretz Hakodesh slate’s entire
campaign and their results because of their continued violation of election rules
including their use of degrading, denigrating and clearly false attacks on our slate.

We are deeply grateful for those who worked tirelessly in this campaign that | say
we displayed an unbelievable effort to get out the vote. We could not be more
pleased with how our Movement responded and engaged. We look forward to
continuing our activism, mobilization and joint work on behalf of Israel and the
value we hold so dearly.

Please visit https://azm.org/elections/results for more information.



Staying Busy

'i P ;}é;; : 2 ~ 3
Our congregants, Sheila and Phil Weinberg
put together a 1,000 piece jigsaw puzzle.
Let us know how you’ve been passing the

time.
List of Funds to Donate to at CBE

ABLEMAN LITURGICAL ARTS FUND -
Provides programs, contemporary worship
or special musical events during Jewish
Music Celebration.

PAUL AND LILLIAN CRAMER MEMORI-
AL FUND - To purchase equipment, and to
enrich school educational programs; to fund
capital improvements and maintenance to
Temple property.

FAMILY ASSISTANCE - For needy
families.

HARRY AND ESTHER JACOBS
MEMORIAL FUND - For Adult Education
and other special programs.
KEIL-HERRMANN MEMORIAL FUND - To
support annual Scholar-in-Residence lec-
ture series.

BERNARD KRESHTOOL MEMORIAL
FUND - For Living Judaism programs such
as Adult Jewish Education.

MILTON & HATTIE KUTZ SCHOLARSHIP
FUND - To help defray expenses of our
youth at Jewish camps, conclaves, Gratz
High School, as well as school tuition.
EDITH LABOVSKY MEMORIAL FUND
FOR STUDENT VISITS TO ISRAEL - As-
sistance for Youth and Family Education.
DR. LEO AND JULIA B. BLUMBERG
SCHOLARSHIP FUND - For the same such
purposes as the KUTZ FUND.

DIRECTOR OF LIFE LONG LEARNING
DISCRETIONARY FUND - for the Religious
School

LIBRARY FUND - To purchase books for
the library.

MARGARET MAY MEMORIAL JEWISH
FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION FUND - For
Jewish educational programs.

MAZON - A Jewish Response to Hunger -
fundraising to help solve the problem of
hunger.

RAYMOND AND ESTHER MCDONALD
MEMORIAL FUND - For activities relating
to the State of Israel.

RABBI GRUMBACHER MUSIC FUND - To
promote Jewish music with guest musicians
and purchase music.

PRAYER BOOK FUND - funding for prayer
book and bookplates call the office for pric-
ing.

RABBIS'/CANTOR’'DISCRETIONARY
FUNDS - To support Jewish causes, pursue
acts of loving kindness, etc. Rabbi and
Cantor has a separate fund.

ROSENTHAL JEWISH BOOK MONTH
LECTURE FUND - To promote Jewish
Literature and a biannual lecture.

SOCIAL ACTION FUND - To be used at the
discretion of the Social Action Committee
for local groups in need i.e. Sojourner's
Place.

TEMPLE FUND - Undesignated contribu-
tions - for general congregation purposes.
VANCE BOLEN MEMORIAL FUND - To
support Cadet Aides.

PEARL K. BREGMAN MEMORIAL FUND -
fund available for use by the Caring Com-
munity Connection Committee.

ALICE SCHIFF MEMORIAL FUND — needs
recommended by the Endowment Fund
Committee and the Board of Trustees.
ADULT AND YOUTH CHOIR FUND - to
promote and support the Adult and Youth
Choir needs.

LEONA ELKINS SCHOLARSHIP FUND —
awarding need based scholarship to stu-
dents of CBE studying Hebrew or ad-
vanced Hebrew Studies at CBE, Gratz
Hebrew High School or education pro-
grams in Israel.



RABBI HERBERT E. DROOZ &
FLORENCE Z. DROOZ FUND - awards for
scholastic excellence.

JUDGE STIFTEL AND YAFFEE FUND -
needs recommended by the Endowment
Fund Committee and the Board of
Trustees.

THE HARRY & BLANCHE WOLPERT
FUND - Family assistance fund .

STAT FAMILY GIFT FUND- Religious
School camp and Israel trip scholarships
HAROLD & BEATRICE SNYDER CAMP
HARLAM FUND- For Camp Harlam Schol-
arships.

MILTON & GAIL WAHL FUND - subsidize
the publishing of The Orbit.

THE MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANCE FUND
- to assist families or individual to pay the
minimum dues.

CARING COMMUNITY COMMITTEE - To
support the Beth Emeth community with
care baskets, driving needs, food, cards,
etc...

THE CONGREGATION BETH EMETH ED-
UCATION FUND - or supplies and pro-
grams for educational needs.

THE IRENE PACKLES MEMORIAL FUND
FOR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS- Contribu-
tions made to this fund will enable our high
school students to make the transition to
college more easily, with regard to their
Jewish identity.

THE LARRY ISAKOFF MUSIC PERFOR-
MANCE FUND- income from this fund will
be used to pay for musical events such as
cantorial and choir concerts, musical plays,
etc.

YOUTH AND FAMILY PROGRAMMING -
for youth and family programs.

THE HOLOCAUST GARDEN MAINTE-
NANCE FUND - Maintenance of the
Holocaust Garden

THE TORAH REPAIR FUND - To repair
the Torah.

THE JERRY ARENSON LEADERSIP DE-
VELOPMENT FUND- for leadership
development

THE SCHOLARSHIP FUND - to provide
funds for Religious School and Camp
scholarships.
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HOSPITALITY FUND - to help with noshes,
onegs and other events

JOSEPH PANTRY (Beth Emeth Food
Pantry) — to provide funds for the purchase
of food in order to supplement in-kind dona-
tions

JOSEPH ZIMMERMAN MEMORIAL
MUSIC FUND - to fund the hiring of a pro-
fessional cellist during Kol Nidre.

A Note about Contributions

We welcome all contributions. If you wish the
contribution to be listed in The Orbit, there is a
minimum donation of $10. This also covers the
mailing of ONE acknowledgement card. Please
be sure to include the address if the person(s)
are not members of Congregation Beth Emeth.
The card is mailed when the check is received.

It is important that, when you send in a dona-
tion, you write specifically how you want the do-
nation listed. Please include a note with your
check, printed clearly or typed, stating exactly
how you want the contribution to read. For ex-
ample: Mary and John Doe in memory of...,
Mr. and Mrs. John Doe in honor of..., Mr. John
and Mrs. Mary Doe in beloved memory of....

Please remember to write legibly and to list
which funds you would like your donation to go
to. Please make your check payable to Congre-
gation Beth Emeth. Also, The Orbit usually runs
three weeks ahead of schedule so it may take
three weeks for your donation to appear in The
Orbit from the date you mail it. Thank you for
your cooperation.

Are you receiving /8

» .
THANKS TO A PARTNERSHIP BETWEEN JEWISH FEDERATION OF
DELAWARE AND CONGREGATION BETH EMETH...congregants can
enjoy a complimentary subscription to j-VOICE Monthly, an award-
winning publication whose mission is to provide the Delaware and the
Brandywine Valley community with a high-quality resource that educates, lomDel.org
informs and inspires our community through a Jewish lens.

‘eekly email, go to:
ications/j-voice-signup,

We Grow Stronger TOGETHER ‘Congregation
‘Beth Emeth e
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Your Old Shoes Can Help
Stamp Out Cancer
Recycle Your Shoes

C n
Ongr egation Beth E‘“e‘

STAND
T UPTO

Did you know that your old, no longer used shoes can help to stamp out cancer? In cooperation with
Community Recycling and Stand Up 2 Cancer (SU2C) Congregating Beth Emeth is taking part in a
unique fundraising drive that we hope you will consider supporting. It will cost you no money! Partic-
ipating is simple. Congregating Beth Emeth is collecting used shoes for reuse. This international
shoe recycling program collects used shoes for distribution to poor regions all over the world (including
areas in the USA). For each container filled with shoes a donation will be made to Stand Up 2 Cancer.

Our community will benefit as well. Not only will your recycled shoes help raise funds for SU2C, it will
also keep more shoes out of our local landfills---and free up some space in your closest.

« Drop off your used shoes in the shoe recycling container in the lobby of Congregating Beth
Emeth As each container is filled they are shipped to the Community Recycling organization for dis-
tribution to those in need. SU2C receives a small donation for each container that we fill.

e You get to free up some closet space while helping to reduce landfill waste
o Ask your family, friends, neighbors and co-workers to participate
Thank you very much for helping to stamp out cancer.

DROP OFF YOUR SHOES to the shoe recycling box in the lobby at Congregating Beth Emeth

for information about SU2C please visit www.SU2C.org

12



Hospital Visits by Rabbi Robinson

Every morning when Jews worship, we re-
cite these words from the Mishnah: “These are
the duties whose fruit a person enjoys in this
world, while the reward is saved for him in the
world to come: ...acts of loving-kindness ...
and visiting the sick...”

Whether or not we believe in a heavenly re-
ward of some kind, clearly there is a sense
that bikur cholim, visiting the sick, is an essen-
tial aspect of Jewish life. This is reaffirmed in
the Talmud and other rabbinic writings
throughout the ages. We read in the Babyloni-
an Talmud, (Nedarim 39b if you want to look it
up), “It was taught: There is no measure for
visiting the sick. What is meant by, 'there is no
measure for visiting the sick?' R. Joseph
thought to explain it: its reward is unlimited.
Said Abaye to him: Is there a definite measure
of reward for any precept? But we learnt: Be
as heedful of a light precept as of a serious
one, for thou knowest not the grant of reward
for precepts? But Abaye explained it: Even a
great person must visit a humble one. Raba
said: [One must visit] even a hundred times a
day. R. Abba son of R. Hanina said: He who
visits an invalid takes away a sixtieth of his
pain. Said they to him: If so, let sixty people
visit him and restore him to health?”

Sickness can take different forms, of course;
from the aged shut-in to the post-partum moth-
er, to the person recovering from surgery or in
remission of chronic illness of any age. Re-
gardless, as Jews, we have an obligation to
reach out and be supportive.

There are many ways to do that. We pray
our mi sheberach prayer every Friday. Our
Caring Committee, led by Judith Insinga,
strives to visit shut-ins and congregants in
nursing homes, makes soup to take to those
recovering from illness once they’ve returned
home, and regularly checks up on those who
need a little TLC. Our Brandywine Village Net-
work provides opportunities for volunteering to
help our seniors in Brandywine Hundred. Our
Jewish Federation tries to send their chaplain
to visit when Jews are hospitalized, regardless
of affiliation. And, of course, | and the rest of
the clergy team make calls and visits when
someone is in the hospital.

Here’s the problem, though. We can only
visit, or check up on, or call people when we
know they are ill or hospitalized. Yes, some-
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times we get a list from the hospital, but not
always. Yes, sometimes a friend might re-
member to call. But too often, we find out af-
terwards. And sometimes a long time after-
wards, months or even a year after a person
has had surgery or suffered an illness. No one
should have to suffer without community sup-
port; that is what we’re here for. BUT WE

CAN'T DO IT WITHOUT YOUR HELP.

So, if you’ll permit me, | have two requests
for help:

1. IF YOU KNOW SOMEONE IS IN THE
HOSPITAL OR ILL, PLEASE LET ME
AND THE CLERGY KNOW. Please don'’t
assume we know, and even if we do, I'd
rather hear twice than not at all.

2. If you're capable of volunteering for the
Caring Committee to help, whether it’s
writing cards or making soup or visiting the
sick directly, PLEASE DO.

In this way, we as a community can fulffill
those words of our tradition and, more im-
portantly, do the work God compels us to do
for one another.

Please note: During this time of crisis, we
are unable to visit the sick in person, but can
still visit by phone and email. So please con-
tinue to let us know if you or a loved one or
friend is in the hospital or ill at home or in a
facility.

For the Newborn

1 Sisterhood has the honor of mail-
ing a beautiful mezuzah to the
| newborn infants and their happy
parents, who are members of our
| Congregation. Please help Sister-
' hood perform this “Labor of Love”
by calling Rosalyn Lieberman at
1 302-475-1531 or you may e-mail

her at momroz7@aol.com, with
your good news.




The Congregation Family gratefully
acknowledges the followg contributions:

"Nobody is ever impoverished through the giving of charity." ~~ Maimonides

RABBI ROBINSON
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Ronald J. Cutler
from Adam Cutler & Family
In memory of Leona G.
Markiewitz Thank you Rabbi
Robinson for your support of
Dr. Kenneth Markiewitz and
family at this trying time
from Andrew D Markiewitz
In memory of Jack Goldberg
from Donald & Barbara
Goldberg
In honor of Rabbi Robinson.
Thank you for your visits and
Mi Sheberach, while | was in
the hospital from Jeffrey D.
Merritt
In appreciation of Rabbi
Robinson from Kenneth
Markiewitz
In appreciation of Rabbi
Robinson from Linda Trinidad
In memory of Edward
Coopersmith from Marilyn &
Mitch Orlin
In appreciation of Rabbi
Robinson from Martin, Shifrah,
Jacob, Rachel & Michelle
Markiewitz
In honor of Rabbi Robinson
from Sandra Mark Graboyes
BERNARD KRESHTOOL
MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of Bernard
Kreshtool and Bertha Kreshtool
from Connie Kreshtool
In honor of Connie Kreshtool,
Mazel Tov on all your achieve-
ments and honors from Jeffrey
D. Merritt

JOSEPH’S PANTRY
Anonymous
In memory of Andrew L. Miller
and Frances Klein
from Barbara Miller & Family
Benjamin & Jennifer Kniaz
In loving memory of my sister
Heidi S. Rogol from Beth
Schnitman-Malm and Robert
Maim
Connie Kreshtool
In memory of Marcia G. Sloan,
devoted wife, mother, grand-
mother and a good friend
from Harriet B. Ansul
In memory of beloved husband,
Arthur W. Joseph from Judith
B. Joseph
Laurie Ross & Steven
Zimmerman
In memory of Rosalind Printz
Geisenberger from Lori
Barbanel, Mark Kuller and
Family
Natalie Aussprung
Richard & HarrietAnn Litwin
In memory of Robert Schnitman
from Richard & Judith Insinga
In memory of Jack Melamed
from Rosalyn Selber
Lieberman
Ruth Rosenberg
Sheldon & Susan Sandler
In memory of Eleanor Dorfman
and Rissie Zeenberg
from Steve & Judy Dorfman
CANTOR FLYNN'S

DISCRETIONARY FUND
In appreciation of Cantor Flynn
from Kenneth Markiewitz
In appreciation of Cantor Flynn
from Martin, Shifrah, Jacob,
Rachel & Michelle Markiewitz
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In memory of Jack & Gloria
Frankfurt from Mindy
Frankfurt & Randy London
CARING COMMUNITY

COMMITTEE
In appreciation of Congrega-
tion Beth Emeth from Father
Bill Melnick
Connie Kreshtool
Caring Committee Members -
Thank you for your delicious
meals during my convales-
cence at home. You make re-
covering much easier
from Jeffrey D. Merritt
In appreciation of all the
Caring Community Commit-
tee's support from Kenneth
Markiewitz
In appreciation of all the visits
from the Caring Community
Committee from Martin,
Shifrah, Jacob, Rachel &
Michelle Markiewitz
In memory of Peter Schnitman
from Richard & Judith
Insinga
In memory of my mom, Mrs.
Leona G. Markiewitz
from Robert and Kelly
Markiewitz
In memory of Barbara
Friedman from Rose & Alan
Ebner

EDITH LABOVSKY
MEMORIAL FUND FOR
STUDENT VISITS

TO ISRAEL
In memory of Joseph
Labovsky from Dr. Lanny &
Micki Edelsohn



FAMILY ASSISTANCE
In memory of Louis Wilner &
Lee Wilner from Suzy & Peter
Grumbacher
In loving memory of stepfa-
ther, Bernard Korman, from
Susan Kreshtool
KEIL-HERRMANN
MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of Rose B.
Hershon, Millard Keil and Wil-
liam Levenson from Anita
Hershon
In memory of Zelda K.
Herrmann from Susan &
Steve Herrmann
LIBRARY FUND
In loving memory of Molly
Stein from Mark & Shelley
Stein
In loving memory of Ida B.
Seiden from Rischa Fishman
PAUL & LILLIAN CRAMER
MEMORIAL FUND
In memory of Anne Noskow
from Henrianne & Francis
Schneider
MAZON
In loving memory of father,
Henry Martin, from Susan
Kreshtool
RABBI GRUMBACHER
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In memory of Leona G.
Markiewitz from Andy and
Peggy Markiewitz
RABBI GRUMBACHER
MUSIC FUND
In honor of Rabbi Peter
Grumbacher. Thank you for
your visits and Mi Sheberach,
while | was in the hospital
from Jeffrey D. Merritt
Belated Mazel Tov on the birth
of your new bundle of joy
from Jeffrey D. Merritt
RABBI HERBERT E. DROOZ
& FLORENCE Z. DROOZ
FUND
In memory of mothers, Sylvia
Hoffman and Minnie Shear
from Maxine Hoffman Shear

STAT FAMILY GIFT FUND
In honor of the 45th anniversary
of Sue & Richard Lubin
from Phyllis & Jim Feingold
In loving memory of mother,
Geraldine Greenberg Bowman
and Harriet Engel, beloved
mother of Sharon Engel
from Phyllis & Jim Feingold

TEMPLE FUND
In memory of Lillian Kreston &
Samuel Kreston from Carolyn
Kreston & Family
In memory of David Freschman
from Anne Jacobs
In memory of Nettie Tomases
from Bobbie and Norman
Tomases
In memory of Steven R. Stone
and Leslie Stone from Bruce &
Debbie Levin
In honor of Josh & Olivia
Bloom's baby from Don & Ethel
Parsons
In memory of Elizabeth
Rosenbaum and Bob Vanderloo
and special brother, Ellis J.
Budin from Don & Ethel
Parsons
In memory of Dr. Martin Gibbs
from Joyce J. Aloisi
In memory of Leona Markiewitz
from Michael & Dayle Joseph
In memory of Jason Green
from Nancy & Evan Crain
In memory of Jean Lodge
from Paul & Esther Timmeney
In memory of Minnie Chirtel
from Renee Chirtel & Family
In memory of Susan Goodman
and Herman Goodman
from Rob & Jan Goodman

In memory of Leona
Markiewitz from Ruth
Forman
In memory of Blanche Bar-
row from Ruth Rosenberg
In memory of sister, Rachel
Premet and father, Abraham
Belfus and brother, Ralph
Belfus from Sarah
Godowsky
In memory of Bob Vanderloo
from Steven & Heather
Margolin
In memory of Howard
Nemser from Stuart &
Lelaine Nemser
THE CONGREGATION
BETH EMETH EDUCATION
FUND
In memory of beloved father
& zeydie, David B. Miller and
beloved uncle & great uncle,
Jeffrey Goldstein from Faith,
Allan, Josh & Kara Zaback
In memory of Bob Vanderloo
from Linda & Paul Akell &
Family
YOUTH & FAMILY
PROGRAMMING
In memory of Mrs. Leona
Markiewitz, may her memory
be a blessing to all of us
lucky enough to have spent
time with her. Sending
warmth and hugs to Mr. Ken
Markiewitz, my Uncle Martin,
Aunt Shifrah, Jacob, Rachel,
and Michelle, and to Uncle
Martin's brothers and their
families from Elliot, Rachel,
Arielle, Shayna, and Talia
Tobin

Visit us at www.bethemethde.org or call at 302.764.2393
Yair D. Robinson, Rabbi = Peter H. Grumbacher, Rabbi Emeritus

Elizabeth F. Flynn, Cantor #* Jennifer Steinberg, President
Elisa F. Koppel, Director of Lifelong Learning

Address or phone number change, call or email: lwyzga@bethemethde.org

FUNDED IN PART BY THE MILTON AND GAIL WAHL FUND
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fiks, CONGREGATION
= BETH EMETH

300 W. Lea Blvd.
Wilmington, DE 19802
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Congregation Beth Emeth We Are In This TOGETHER

Friday Evening Shabbat Services

Every Friday at 7 pm
There are 3 ways to choose from to participate

1. Youtube: Congregation Beth Emeth Delaware

2. Facebook Live: Congregation Beth Emeth Delaware
3. Zoom: Dial in for Zoom is (646) 558-8656,
Meeting ID: 881 135 504

If you have any questions on how to access one of these sites contact the
your son, daughter, or grandchild or call the office at 302-764-2393

WY MG MG MG MG MG MG MG MG MG MG MG MG MG MG MG Mg M

LPYPYYRLPYRYREY YRR




